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REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 l21

h Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Form 481 - Carrier Annual Reporting Data Collection Form 
WC Dockets No. 10-90, 11-42 and 14-58 
Rice Belt Telephone Company (SAC 401721) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Pursuant to Sections 54.313(i) and 54.422(c) of the Commission's Rules, Rice Belt 

Telephone Company ("the Company") hereby submits a copy of its "FCC Form 481 - Carrier 

Annual Reporting Data Collection Form," which was or will be timely filed with the Universal 

Service Administrative Company and the appropriate state commission on or before July, 1, 2014. 

The Company seeks confidential treatment under the Protective Order adopted by the 

Commission in this proceeding for the financial information included in its report pursuant to 
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REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

§54.313(f)(2). 1 Confidential treatment of this information is appropriate on the grounds that it is 

commercially sensitive information that is not normally released to the public. In accordance with the 

Protective Order, the Company is submitting one copy of its FCC Form 481 (which includes a 

Stamped Confidential Document containing its proprietary and confidential financial information) 

via hand delivery to the Secretary's Office, and two copies of the same FCC Form 481 (including the 

Stamped Confidential Document) via hand delivery to Charles Tyler, Telecommunications Access 

Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12th 

Street, S.W., Room 5-A452, Washington, D.C. 20554. The Company is also submitting two copies 

of its FCC Form 481 (which includes a Redacted Confidential Document with its proprietary and 

confidential information obscured) via hand delivery to the Secretary's Office under a separate cover 

letter marked "REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION" and via the Electronic Comment Filing 

System. 

The Company has submitted a separate letter requesting confidential treatment pursuant to 

Section 0.459 of the Commission's Rules for certain proprietary and confidential portions ofits five­

year service improvement plan and the prices of its voice and broadband service offerings. 

spectfully submitt~. 

GerardJDuft } l /JV-

cc: Charles Tyler, Telecommunications Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau 

1 In the Matter of Connect America Fund, et al., PROTECTIVE ORDER, WC Docket No. I 0-90, et al., DA 12-
1857, released November 16, 2013. 
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RE: Rule Section 0.459 Request for Confidential Treatment 
Rice Belt Telephone Company {SAC 401721) 
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ROBERT M . JACKSON 
OF COUNSEL 

PERRY W . WOOFTER 

LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT 
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(202) 828-5528 
gjd@bloostonlaw.com 

FCC Form 481 - Carrier Annual Reporting Data Collection Form 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Rice Belt Telephone Company ("the Company"), by its attorney, hereby requests, pursuant to Section 
0.459 of the Commission's Rules, that the redacted portions of the Company's five-year service 
improvement plan and voice and broadband price offerings be withheld from public inspection. 

In accordance with Section 0.459(b) of the Commission's Rules, the Company states: 

1. The specific information for which confidentiality is sought is comprised of the tables detailing 
annual projected network improvements and upgrades for voice and broadband services during the 
period from 2015 through 2019, and projecting the build-out costs of such projects during the same 
five-year period, plus the rates for its various voice and broadband service offerings. 

2. This information is submitted in compliance with: (a) the requirement in Section 54.3 l 3(a)(l) of 
the Commission's Rules that recipients of high-cost support submit a progress report on their five­
year service quality improvement plans; and (b) the requirement in Section 54.3 l 3(a)(7) of the Rules 
that recipients submit their price offerings in a format specified by the Wireline Bureau. 
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3. This information regarding the nature and timing of the Company's construction and network 
improvement plans, the estimated costs thereof, and its various price offerings is proprietary and 
confidential commercial and financial information that is routinely withheld from public inspection. 

4. The voice and broadband services for which the 5-year service improvement plans have been 
prepared are subject to actual or potential competition from competitive local exchange carriers, 
cable television system operators, electric power utilities, fixed and mobile wireless service 
providers, and/or satellite carriers. Even where competition is not active at present, the nature and 
scheduling of the Company's network upgrades, the size and timing of its related expenditures, and 
the prices of its various service offerings constitute very valuable competitive intelligence for any 
entity that may be contemplating or planning entry into one or more portions of the Company's 
service area. 

5. Again, whether or not the Company has an active competitor in a particular exchange at the 
present time, there are numerous potential competitors and the nature and scheduling of the 
Company's network upgrades, the size and timing of its related expenditures, and the prices of its 
service offerings constitute very valuable competitive intelligence that can greatly assist the planning 
of any entity that may be competing or contemplating entry into one or more portions of the 
Company's service area. 

6. The Company limits internal access to its 5-year service improvement plan to its key employees 
and consultants who need the information for planning, reporting and management purposes. The 
plan is not posted on any Company website, or included in any Company press release, report or 
other document that is available to the general public or to unrestricted portions thereof. 

7. The Company does not make its 5-year build-out plans available to the public, and has not 
previously disclosed the present plan or similar previous plans to third parties. Whereas the 
Company does make its various prices available to its existing and potential customers, competitors 
should not be able to obtain them readily by going to the Commission's website. 

8. The Company requests that the individual charts included in its 5-year plan not be available for 
public disclosure until at least the end of2020, the next full calendar year after the completion of its 
following the calendar year to which the chart applied. Competitors and potential competitors 
should not be able to see the Company's network deployment and expenditure plans until a year after 
the end of the plan period (particularly because weather and other factors can cause construction 
delays). After that period, projects are generally completed, and competitors are able to observe 
directly or read published reports of what the Company actually did to improve its network and 
services. 

2 
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The Company notes that it is also redacting and claiming confidential treatment, pursuant to the 
Bureau's Protective Order, DA 12-1857, released November 16, 2012, for the financial information 
submitted in compliance with the requirements of Section 54.3 l 3(f)(2) of the Commission's Rules. 

Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens, 
Duffy & Prendergast, LLP 

2120 L Street NW (Suite 300) 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: (202) 659-0830 
Facsimile: (202) 828-5568 
Email: gjd@bloostonlaw.com 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rice Belt Telephone Company 

By~t~ 
JO"oerard J. Duffy d 

Its Attorney 
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REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

FCC Fonn 4&1 , 

FCC Form 481 - Carrier' Annual Repor ting 
. Oa~ Coil~ctlon Form. . . : 

OM& comrol No. 3060-098&/0MB Control N•. 30~1' 
J1.1:r20u 

<010> Study Area Code 401721 

<015> Study Area Name RICS BELT TEL CO 

<020> Proil'am Year 2015 

<030> Cont<ict Name: Person USAC should contact 
with gue~tl~n~_<1bout_!hls data Stephanie KUl -----~-

<035> Contact Telephone Number. a1293s221s axt. 
Number ot the E_erson Identified lo data line <030> 

<039> Contact £mall Address: 
Email ot the person ldentltled In data line <030> •t•phanie. •~l l••• i thvill• . net 

. : .. ~·: · ·· ... ,,._.,:;:;~ · · .· .. r,-:·y_·>· ~~:~<i'.',: . .-.. :rr:~·r?~~.· ~:.:_.· .. 
ANNUA(REPORTING FOR ALL CARRIERS'. :.,. <" · '. ;-:: . . . ' 
<100> Service Quality Improvement Reporting (compfer1: otta,h•d worb~tf) 

<200> Outage Reporting (voice,;.) ___ .., 

<210> j I Q<- dleck bOl( If no outages to repon 

<300> Unfulfilled Service Requests (voice) I 0 l 

(comp.'.t-1~ ottoc/t6d worbh11t) 

<310> Detall on Attempts (voice) 

S~i.313 

Complutlon 
: R~qulied 

54 .422. I 
,Compt.etion 
_- Required 

(ch<ck _box when <•mp/tt~/ 

I / F":'i I ' I ' 
I I I@..'\..~ 

I '~"'~ 
(ottgch dtJc:tlpttw documr11t} 

<320> Unfulfilled Service Requests (broadband) I o I 
I I 

I , - 1!¢'~~ 

<330> Detalt on Attempts (broadband) I I~~ 
(o«ot:h rJt1ulprNc d«ummt/ 

<400> 

<410> 
<420> 
<430> 
<440> 
<450> 

<500> 

<510> 

<600> 

<610> 

Number of Complaints per 1,000 customers (voice) 

~::i,e I::: I 
Number of Complalnts per l,OOOcustomers broadband· 

Fixed 1-0-· _0 _ _____ -1 

Mobile ._o_.o ______ _, 
Service Quality Standards & Consumer Protection Ru es Compliance (~ck to lrw/I"''' c•rtt]koflon/ 

1 

... ,,,., ...... u u I 
(onochtd rl.-ictfpi/W dD1.urt1tntl 

Functionality In Emergency Situations (ch«k<•lndkotc wrtft•otkJn) 
1 4 Ol 72lt:a.r 610 . pd.t I 

·arrochtd cfncrlpClvl' cfocvmrnt/ 

<700> Company Price Offerings (voice) (completo •«••h<dwork<httt) 

<710> Company Price Offerings (broadband) (rompk:tconorhedW011ihntJ 

<800> Operating Companies and Affiliates (<0mpktconachrdWD<llh«</ 

<900> Tribal land Offerings (Y/N)? Q @ lifr<s, "'""''''••nodicdworlrshcet/ 

<1000> Voice Services Rate Comparability f<ht<k••lndk•<tw<l/1<•1JOt>/ 

""~ I I ~··-~-
<1100> Terrestrial Backhaul(Y/N)? Q @ (Un•~<fw<tto lndko1rnnqiui<1on/ 

<1110> 
<1200> Terms and Condition for Lifeline Customers 

(comp~re ott'1thrd woti.I~~t} 

(compltt~ otto,h•il worUl'lrtl) 

Price cap Carriers, Proceed to Price Cap !\ddltlonal Documentation Worksheet 

Including Rate-of-Return Carriers affiliated with Price Cop Local Exchange Carriers 
<2000> (check ta "1tfko" "tt(i<0tlon) 

<2005> (compl.t< atrvU..dworl<1hr<1/ 

Rate of Return carriers, Proceed to ROR Additional Documentation Worksheet 
<3000> (ch«k ra/ndkatc wtl/k•<loo) 

<3005> (complct# oftadi~dworl.sfiut} 

I { II I I 
I ' I~"\.."\..~ 

1 · z=i1 I I 

I 7=11 , - ] 

I I II I I 

I I . II I I 

I 

,- ' ~''"~ 
I i .. 1~,,~ 

~ { ~~~ ~~ { 

I-· I~ 
{ 

I 

I 06~ "-



(100) Service Quanty Improvement Rep orting 

Data Collection Form 

<010> Study Area Code 

<015> Study Area Name 

<020> Program Year 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data 

<035> Contact Telephone Number- Number of person identified in data line <030> 

40) 721 

RICS llBLT T!!L O? 

2 0l.S 

Stephanie Wall 

8129352215 ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> s t epbalU.e. v allos.Uthvillc. net 

<110> 

<111> 

Has your company received its ETC certification from the FCC? 

If your answer to Line <llO> is yes, do you have an existing §S4.202{a) "5 

year plan" filed with the FCC? 

(yes /no J O ® 
(yes/ no) 00 

If your answer to Line <111> is yes, then you are required to file a progress 

report, on line <112> delineating the status of your company's existing § 
54.202(a) "S year plan" on file with the FCC, as it relates to your provision of 

voice telephony service_ 401721arlOO . pdf 

<112> Attach Five-Year Service Quality Improvement Plan or, in subsequent years, 
your annual progress report filed pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54-313(a)(l). If your company is a 

CETC which only receives frozen support, your progress report is only 

required to address voice telephony service. 

Please check these boxes below to confirm that the attached documents(s), on line 
112, contains a progress report on its five-year service quality improvement 

plan pursuant to§ 54.202(a). The information shall be submitted at the wire 

center level or census block as appropriate. 

<113> Maps detailing progress towards meeting plan targets 

<114> Report how much universal service (USF) support was received 

<115> How (USF) was used to improve service quality 

<116> How (USF)wa's used to improve service coverage 

<117> How (USF) was used to improve service capacity 

<118> Provide an explanation of network improvement targets not met 
in the prior calendar year. 

FCC Form 48.1 

OMB Control No. 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3060-0819 

July 2013 

Name of Attached Document 

Page2 

Page2 



(200) Service Outage Reporting (Voice) 

Data Collection Form 

<010> Study Area Code 

<015> Study Area Name 

<020> Program Year 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should amtact regarding this datii 

<035> Contact Telephone Number- Number of person identified in data line <030> 

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> 

<2.20> <bl> <b2> <b3> 

NORS 

Reference Outage Start Outage Start Outage End Outage End 

RICE BELT TI:!. CO 

2015 

Stephanie Wall 
8129352215 ext. 

<cl> <c2> 

Number of 
Number Date Time Date Time Customers Affected Total Number of 

Curtomers 

<d> 

911 Facilities 

Affected 
(Yes/ No) 

Page3 

FCC Form 481 

OMS Comrol No. 3Q60.-0986/0MB Control No. "3060-0819 
July2013 

<e> <h> 
Did This Outage 

service Outage Affect M ultiple 
Description (Check Study Areas Service Outage Preventative 

all that apply) (Yes/No) Resolution Procedures 

Page3 



(700).Pric:e. Offerings i~udlng Voice 'Rate Data 

Data Coll'edio~·FOnn ·•· · 
• .r ·- '. . . . 

··'" ... ··- :: .!.~ 

... =~---... -~_:_ 
_.· ....... . -: .. -·- .. .. -

<010> Study Area Code 401721 

<015> Stl.ldy Alea Name IUCB l!EL'r n::i. co 

<020> Program Year 201s 

<030> Contact Name· Person USAC should contact regarding1tlis data steph&nie Wall 

<035> Contact Telephone Number· Number of person identified in data fine <030> 8129l5lll5 ext . 

<039> Contact Email Address · Email Address of person identified in data fine <030> stephan!.e.vall••miciivill" . ne.t 

<701> Reside:itial Loal Service Charge Effective Date 

<702> Single State-wide Residential Local SeMce O\arge 

<:a3> .;·. 

State £xchanP.e (ILECl SAC(CETC) 

11/1/2014 

RateTyPe 

·. ·:· ~:,_:d;~,-:;.·\·;-) .. i;;..~.ii:. <1l3> 

Residential Local 
State SubsaiberUne Ch;irge 

P~e4 

.fee Form 481 . ~ ........ ~ · ·· · ~-;. ~ · • . .. 

OMB Comrol No. 3~s'ii1o~a·eo;;u_oi No. ~i.9~ ;_ · 
July 2013 · ' · ·. ·· · . · · ' ··-.. - · · · --

Mandatory Extended Area 
State Un!vern.I Servke Fee Service Charge Total per line Rates and Fee 

-2 
00 .,, 
r.ri 
() ...., -0 
2 



(710) Broadband Price Offerings, 

Data-Collection Fo~ . "·; ·'.~.·-.::\'/·':: ... ': .. 
·' .... _::. _ ..... ;.·:. . 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should eo<r..t:t regarding this data 

<03S> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 

<039> c.ontact Email Address - Emall Address of person Identified in data llne <030> 

<711> .. 

State Exchange {ILEC) Resldentlal Rate 

., ... 

401,21 

lll CE BUT T8L CO 

2015 

8ll'3S2l1S ext: . 

• t4pbAt.D.i• . wal le...U.cb.vi l l• . n.•t 

<bi> .: . <O': 

State Regulated 

Fees Total Rate and Fees 

ro_ - - -.~ - -
.I l r• v• ,_, , __ , 

.... ,,.. .. -- . .. ': 
'• 

-
Broadband Service -

Download Speed 
(Mbps) 

Pages 

• ' - FCC f?r"! 48~·:: · . " .. :; 
- •• : .. OM B ControfNo. 306()-()986 iotvtB ContrOI Nii '3060-0819 ..... ; 

.. - - ;J~l/l013 · ' · ; . . ·· :- . ; ;. 

,· . • <d4> 

usege AUow.ince 
Broadband Service - U5;1ge Allowance Action Taken When 

Upload Speed {MbDS) IGBI Umlt Reached tse/ect) 

Pages 

-z 
en 
"'O 
t'!l 
Ci ...., -0 
2 



Page6 

<Olll> Swdy Area Code 4 01121 

<015> Study Area Name ucE e;;1.1 nr. co 

<020> Pro ram Year 201s 

<030> Contact Name- Person USAC should contact regarding this data Stephanie wall 

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> n;93s221s ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address-Email Address of person idemifled ln data line <030> •tephanie .w;UJ.e..U.tbville . nec 

<810> Reporting Carrier Rice Belt Tl?lephonc COCilpany Inc . 

<811> Holding Company !lice Belt Bolding Inc. 

<812> Operatlng Company Ric;e lleJ.t Telephone co..pany Inc. 

Affiliates SAC Doing Business As Company or Brand Designation 

-- ~ee an• ached worksh1 1>et -

Page6 



<010> 
<015> 
<020> 
<030> 
<035> 

. :·· 

Study Area Code 

Study Area Name 

Program Year 

• •• ·; -~- ? .. : .: .. . 

... -~· .. : ~ .. : . 
-· 

.• ... :;'· ... : .·. ! 

.=··:./:... · ,: 
· . ..... ,_..:;, .... 

.. . ")· 

Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data 

Contact Telephone Number- Number of person identified in data line <030> 

401121 

RlCE BBLT TEL CO 

2015 

Stephanie lla11 

8129352~15 ex<. 

<039> Contact Email Address- Email Address of person identified in data line <030> stephanie. wallAUnrdtbvill.e. net 

<910> Tribal land(s} on which ETC Serves 

<920> Tribal Government Engagement Obligation 

If your company serves Tribal lands, please select (Yes,No, NA) for each these boxes 

to confirm the status described on the attached document(s), on line 920, 
demonstrates coordination with the Tribal government pursuant to 

§ S4.313(a)(9) includes: 

<;921> Needs assessment and deployment planning with a focus on Tribal 

community anchor institutions. 

<922> Feasibillty and sustainabillty planning; 

<923> 
<924> 
<925> 
<926> 
<927> 

<928> 

<929> 

Marketing services in a cu lt urally sensitive manner; 

Compliance with Rights of way processes 

Compliance with Land Use permitting requirements 

Compliance w ith Facilities Siting rules 

Compliance with Environmental Review processes 

Compliance with Cultural Preservation review processes 

Compliance with Tribal Business and Licensing requirements. 

Select 
(Yes, No, 

NA) 

Name of Attache<i Document 

Page 7 
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(HOO)'N~fTerrestrfaFBatl<hauJ Rei)ortlng · -· 
Oat~ <t<>llectron: F.~t!ri-,,, · · · · · -- ·· 

.-:.;-, __ :,_, _,._:-r:::J-:.:/--: · 
I •;•, / ' • ' t~· ·.< -~ .. 

>· 

<010> Study Area Code 

<015> Study Area Name 

<020> Program Year 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data 
<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 
<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> 

Please check this box to confirm no terre.strial backhaul 10 
<1120> options exist within the supported area pursuant to§ 54.313(G) 

<1130> 

Please check this box to confirm the reporting carrier offers 

broadband service of at least 1 Mbps downstream and 256 kbps 
upstream within the supported area pursuant to§ 54.313(G) 

- ...... .. · .. 

401721 

RlCE BELT TEL CO 

2015 

Stephanie Wall 

8129352215 ext. 

st411Phanie. 'Wallffmichville. net 

Page 8 
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.· ... · 
(HOO) Terrjls !'Ind _Condition tor. l:lfel~ne CUstqrners 
Lifeline .·.·-~- ..: ·~= , .. , · · - · •:::- ~·_;: .. -' 
Data·eoneCtion Form ·-

.. 

-· 
·.· ';_,. :':· -: .JccRirm 481°. r:- . . ·; . -. .... ; .·,,.. / 
· ' · ~.OMB control No. "3060-0986joMs Controi No. sci60-os19 _'<>:~ ·. 

~ :f - ~ ~ ]uly'2013 . · · · . : . ···.:-: · ~ .. : ·· :. .. _:._ :~ .. ." 

<010> Study Area Code 401721 

<015> Study Area Name !UCB Bl:LT T&L CO 

<020> Program Year 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data St;epho.nie ~ •. u 
<035> Contact Telephone Number- Number of person identified in data line <030> 812,35221.S exc . 

<039> Contact Email Address- Email Address of person identified in data line <030> stepb.anie. w.llet::rdthville .net 

<1210> Terms & Conditions of Voice Telephony Lifeline Plans 

Name of Attached Document 

<1220> Link to Public Website HTTP ,/ /rice.bele.,,.e/lifeline-guideUMs/ 

•Please check these boxes below to confirm that the attached document(s), on line 1210, 

or the website listed, on r.ne 1220, contains the required information pursuant to 

§ 54.422(a)(2) annual reporting for ETCs receiving low-income support, carriers must 

annually report 

<1221> Information describing the terms and conditions of any voice rm 
telephony service plans offered to Lifeline subscribe.rs, 

<1222> Details on the number of minutes provided as part of the plan, [2J 

<1223> Additional charges for toll calls, and rates for each such plan. rm 

Page9 



(2000}Pri~·eap··cartier·Addltional Oowment3tion · •· r. • : 

Data con~oh ;.;~ ; • 
• I 

lnd~d(- R~· 1liated with Pria! Co Local Exr:hun Comers 

<1)10> Study Area Code •01721. 
<01.5> Study Area Name lt.lCE BUT "11'1. CO 

<020> Program Year 
<030> Contaa Name· Person USAC should contact regarding this data Stepbanie Wall 
<035> Contact Telephone Number · Number of person identified in dm line <030> 8U93S22J.S ext. 

<039> Con= Email Address · Email Address of person identified in data llne <030> •tephanie.wall~thville .l>t!t 

.: 

, . r . _-.. 
.,.f' • • •.•IL• .- ... 

Page 10 

FCCForm~ .·· · .. ' ·:~\~:i\:-;_ :f , .. ; ·::.- , 
OMS Control.No. 3060-0986/0MB C.ontrof No. 3060-0&19 

' • • • t -<··>.., ..:• . ... ~ . .. ., ·.. .' 
• Ju!Y 2013 • · • ..,.~, ~· .. · . ,,. • 

~~·-~1~....,~~~~~y~ .. ~~J:·~~.:..· . .:.=~4~-~~arc....~~~~~~e~~-,:%.~,~-~~.~;:'_ ... ~-... ~~-"'-!~~-~~~~~~~D~ 

OiECX the boxes below to note comp!Qnce as a recipient of Incremental Connect AtMrlca Phase I support, frvzen Hl&h Cost support, High Cost support to offset access charge ~uttions, and Connect Ame.ric.a ~ II 

<2010> 

<2011> 

<2012> 
<2013> 
<2014> 
<2015> 

<2016> 

<2017> 
<2018> 

<2019> 

<2020> 

<2021> 

support as set forth in 47 Q'.R § S43U(b).(c).(d).(e) I.he information ~ported on this fonn and in the dO<:Uments attached below is accu~te. 

Incremental Connect America Phase I reporting 
2nd Year Certification {47 CFR § S4.313(b)(l)) 

3rd Year Certlflcatlon {47 CfR § 54.313(b)(2)} 

Price Cap Carrier ReceMng Frozen Support Certification {47 CfR § 54312(a)} 

2013 Frozen Support Certlf!C31ion 
2014 Frcnen Support Certlficatton 
2015 Frozen Support CertifiC2'tlon 
2016 and future Frozen Support Cer"Jfication 

Price Cap Carrier Connect America ICC Support {47 Q'.R § 54313(d)} 
Certffiation Support USed to Bulld Broadband 

Connect America Phase II Reporting {47 CFR § S4313(e)} 
3rd year Broadband Service Certlflcition 
5th year Broadband Service CertlfiC31ion 
Interim Progress Certlfication 

Please check t he box to confirm that t he attached document(s), on line 2021, contains the required information 
pursuant to§ 54.313 (e)(3)(fi), as a recipient of CAF Phase II support shall provide the number, names, and 
addresses of community anchor institutions to which began providing access to broadband service ln the 
preceding calendar year. 

Interim Progress Community Anchor lnstitu<ions 

B 

§ 
o 

§ 
D 

Name of Att<Jched !JOQJment Listing Required Information 
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(3000) ~Of Re111m carrter Acfditkmal Doaunencatlon 

~ Collecdcn Fo.m =: . 
. --,., .~ 

<020> ~Ye.ar 

•, 

• 01721 
RICE BEI,I !Eli Cl? 

<039> Contact Emai1Addr1W a Email Addrasof p!rson f~ntffitd in date\ BM<030> pt;pphapiq.vallCpithyjllP. .net 

.· 
: FCCf<>"!'~ , . 

. ~BCo..,;,il'lo. 3~!ifQMBCcnln>l/la. ~19· 
·' • JUiy 201!1 ~, 

.. o:.la~~~~~Yfi'.~i61:t:!V .. ·:.;..v-.A.i:.· ~·~"'.:..· .. "X"·~ .. ,,11.:....-... .:z.:..r"";.a:;i..'l'f.~W:.~r.\".f~-e'"" .. :7..t ... "iU:"tl:~,,.."t.:.r~~;l.~.'i.::.•1~;:.. .. h~J~e,ritt.,1~~":!'.;:~.r-u-m~~lltr.!nt~l't;l;ir.~:~1~~£ 
CliEO< the boxes to.low to note c.omph•nce on Its flve ynr .. rv1ce quality plan (purs\IOJlt to 117 Cl'R f S4.202{•ll and, fot privolefy held QIT~, oNUtfns compllo'1<l0 wltll t1><-nn-i.1 reportlnc requlrem•nts setf0<1ll In 117 

CFR t 543Ulf)(i). I furthu urtify tho! U.t lnformotlon reported on thiS form and in the docum..,b - Wlow h aowr1111c. 

(3010) Pror=s Report an S V- Pion 
M-<Anlllmlonje7CFR§SUJ.3(f)(ll(ij} 

Ploase clieclt trus boX IO cionl'itm lhel Ille 8ll8Ched doa.lmerf.(s}. on ine 3012 CIXQi.,. 11'6 requftcl ;,formaticm pursuant 10 
1301:) § S4.313(1)(1)(i). 1hecametshll ll<O"'ide the m.rnber, names, and~ofcommlZllty onchorhstiMionstowtjdi began 

pn:Mrfng ao::ess to~ S«vlce n 1he preoedjng ~yea. 

(3012) Ccmrnunity And>or ll\StlMfons {'7 CfR § S43U(fl(l)(;t)J 

D 

Nan"MJ of Att1tCh.,d Oowment Ustin.& Jtectufred Information ~@ 
\!OU) ~ Y"'" <0m .. ny• PrMtolV Hold ROR Cll""'r{47 CfR § 543U(f)(2)) (Ym/No) • 
{a014) ~~.do.,yavreo<n .. nyflltt"4RUS.noual~tt (Yu/Nol ·e 
Please c:ieck lh~ boxes lo oon(rm U* lhe auactied doaJment(s). on line 3017, ccnlllfns the teqund ir'lfcrmation pursuant to§ 54.313(t)(2) ccmpfance requires: 

(3015) V--i<copyoltl1elronnU1IAUS,...,.,,. !OpomlncR_,.for ID 
TOxommunk:::rtlcra lcmM'VSJ 

(3016) lloclJmen:{s) for e.ianct Sr-1. Income Sta!etMnl and Slatemenl of Ca$l't Flows [CJ 

131>17) Wtht,._isyesonr.,..3014, a~your~ny'sRUS....,.. 

r.pon •nd<! noql:lred dacumenta1ic>ll 

(3018) lf tM response h no on llne 301A, ts your company aucUttd? 

tfttl• ~ls yuan UndOl&. plusecl1'l<ktht bootes bclcwtD 
confirm your submission,. Of\ llM: aoie pursuant'\() § $4313(1)(2), contalns 

I 
NamoOIAiil&d e>ocumtntllitini Req.- '"'"™ CIQ 

t;fti/Ho) 11!..! ' 

(3019) ~itfi.er•eol)Vcfthtlr~uditecf'fin1ndalsta1eme:nt Of'(2) a f'inaoeiat report In JI (ormatcornparable.toRUSOperatlng Repcrtfor-Totecommu1'klttont rn 
(3020) Oocunent(•) for Balance Sheet. lncom• Stettmenl and S1stemenl <11 C8$/1 Fbws rn 
(!021) Man•••m<nt l<tt<r lsw1d by the !ndtpencM<!t ...if..0 pubf.c ...,.,urrtrnt that perlom>td tilt company's fln•oda! audit. l[Z] 

tf the: response is no on ,.,. 3018, p~ cti4tdc Che bolct:S below 
to ..,.,firmyoursubmlss;,,.,. on I"" 3026 Purswtlt l.O f 54.313(1)(2). 
<=tllru: 

CJQU) Cop/of'thelr~JJt:lt;tt'Mlrrt wb..d\ hu be:9nn:}if11e1tc rr.t\cwblija.t1 
indepitl'ld.en: c:ertm.d pub-le a.ccounhnt or 2) a f...andal rtiport in a 
fonn:at-blo to RUS ()pttatlnl A_.i forT.-....,..,icationo 

Borrowers .. 

(1023) Undufy!ni informal!on A1bj«1ed to a r<'llew by•• rndcpende:rt culifiod 
publk~nt:ant 

(3024) Uod~ lmormodon subj-.! to•n oftlcor oettlfiatfon. 

D 

D 

f8 
1302Sl Documeot(s) for 8olllnee Shoc1, lncomo Statement and Stalem.nt ofC.. ;;:;:,•;;;ho,;F;,,;lows==---...,..,.------------------. 

9017UU300S.pdt 

(30l6l AnXh the womhfft lbtlftl roql.lired lnfo,,,..tlon 

P;c• 11 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
Page 12 

~~-~J,:1:~~~~~~~~;~~~~~j~{tr::{~0l.::::i:'.i.j1J~r/\it~:N~f~;?fo~~:\~i~~f~.·~t~?0~{}~i:~·;:~~c~t;.~~1f.·'.iJ,·~~~~rBr~.-~0:·:~~.6~;.~,?~~-~~~1t~! .. ~~;:. ~~~-O~~g 
<010> Study Area Code 401721 

<015> Study Area Name RICE BELT T2L CO 

<020> ~r()grarn Year 2015 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact re~dlng this data Stoph•nio !fall 

<0~~ Contact Telephone Number -Nu_m~eJ'of person ldontlfled In data fine <030> a 1293 s221 s ext . 

<039> Contact EmaU Address_ - E1T1~UA_d<l_res_s_of person Identified In data line <030> otcpho.nle. wall<1101111thvillo not 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS fl LING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN BEHALF: 

Certification of Officer as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported for the Annual Reporting for CAF or LI Recipients 

I certify that I em an officer of the reporting carrier; my responslbilltlDS Include ensuring th• aocurai;y of the annual r~portlng requirements for uni versa I service •upport 
recipients; and, to tho best of my knowledge, the Information reported on this form and In any attachments ls accurate. 

Name ol ReooninR Carrier: RICE BELT Tl:l. CO 

Sl«nat\Jre of Authorized Officer: caRTll>'lED ONLINE Date 

Printed name of Authorized Officer: 

Title or position of Authorized Officer: 

Telephone number of Authorlted Officer; 

Studv Area Code of ReportlnR Carrier: 401721 fllfn• Due Date for this form: 07/01/2014 

P•rsons wllWuily making flolse st•temenu onthb form <an be punished by flne or forfelrurt under th• Communlaittons Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503{bl, or nno or Imprisonment 
under Title 18 of tho United St•tos Co<lo, 18 V.S.C. § 100l. 

Pago 12 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
Pagel 

<010> Study Area Code 401721 
<015> Study AT_ea N1me _ Ille• Belt Telephone Com~~ kK. 
<020> _ Prosram Yclf 2015 
<030> Contact N•mt • PlttOn_\)~AC should contact regardl111_1hls dal• ____ 51!Phanlt Will 
<OlS> _ 9>__111:o<t Telephone Number· Number of perton identified In cl;>~ llne «>! 8l2-93S·221S 
<039> Contact Email Addren • Em1n Addrns of person ldenllfled Jn d•t• Rr>e <O stl';!lh•!)l•.mn@smlthlllllf>C•l 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN 8fHALF: 

t cortlfy that I om an otn'8t of th• reportlnc earner; my responslbftltles lndude ensurtne \110 ac<VrotY of the 1nnu2I reporting requirements ror unlveml service support 
redplenu; and, to thu bust of rny knowledge, the Information roported on this form ind In ony altachmonts II accurate. 

Namo or ReoOrllnK Corrlor: Rico Soll Tcleoh11no Componv Inc. 

Sl•naturt or Authorltcd Otncer: U .:. t.,.1 ~ t2r. ~ vJJo _1~ ~ Dato fu/;<.r /~19 
ll u 

Prlntvd name of Aulhorlttd omcer: Dorby A. McC.rty 

lltlo or ooslllon of Authorltcd OHlcen President 

Teleohono number of Authortied Officer: 812·876-2211 

Stvdv Atta Code of Reportlna Carrier: 401721 Flftns Ou. D•ta for this fonn: 7/1/2014 

Pt11<1N .,..llf\11/y m1lcln9 fatso 11»\om•nfl on lhl• lorm can i.. punl1ti.d by llno or rortrlturo under 1111 C:Ommunlc.tlon1l\C1ol19'4, 47 v.s.c. H S02, S03(bJ, or flil• or lmprlionment 
vndorTlllo 18olthc UnltfdS1ote1Ccdo,18 V.5.C. §1001. 

Pase 1 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
Pago lS 

c11rtlflcatlon-Arent/C.mar . 
oata·eolleCtlon Form 

<010> St~Arn Code 

.<0.15> Study AIH N•me 

<020> Protnim YIU 

·":.:~:>: ;::~_~:;·.:; :·? :~f;·;~itfr ·'· 
401721 

lttCl! 1181/f TBL CO 

201.S 

<030> Contact Name • Ponon USAC mould conuct reg1nli1J lhls data Stepbo.nie l!al l 

<035> Contact Telephone Number.· Nurn~-~rson Identified In data lne<030> 812'3SU1S ext . 

.. f"CCform o\fl · : ·'1 ; • ._; -~: ~ ~:l:~=,. :;. ~· ·'!.;> · . ..:.:. 
OM8'Control No. ·~0086/0J\48 ConttOI No..'306o-0819 ·' 
July 2013 • ••· •· • · " · · · • 

<039> Contllct Emall Addreu • £maNAddreu of person ldonUfled In data line <030> atepbanie .11,.ll••mi thvil lo . net 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF AN AGENT IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTS ON TliE CARRIER'S BEHALF: 

Certification of Officer to Authorl!e an Agent to Fiie Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier 

I certify thot (Name or Agonl) la outhor1ud 10 aubmil lho lnformotlon reported on boh•lr of the reporting carrlor. I 
also certll\I lhol I am an officer or tho rtportlng comer; my reopor>Slbllltl•• Inc ludo enaurlng the accuracy of lh• annual d•la reporting requirements provided to tho aulhorlzed 
•o•nt; and, lo Ille bu•l of my knowltdgo, tho reports and d•I• provided lo lh• 1ut11or1ted agenl I• 1ccuratu. 

Nam• of Authorlrod Al!ent: 

Name of Reportln1 Corrler: 

Sl11nature of Aulhofbod Officer: Date: 

Printed namo of Authorized Olfletr! 

lntlo or ""'l!lon of Authorized Officer: 

'rol•ohone number of Author1ud Offlctr: 

Study A10• Code ol Re1><>11lrc carrier: FIUnr Due Dale for this form: 

P•l'SOIU wr.t"'11y ~klh1 ta1so mtollltnt•"" chb lorm con bo pU1'1shed 11( f.no or fotfoku,.. """'' "1• co....,nk>Uon• A<l ol 191.4, 47 U.S.C. U 502, 5C'l(b~ °' ftro"' lmp<Uoom•nl 
underTltje 18ofl.he United StetH Code, 18U.S.C. f 1001. 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENT: 

CertlflCllUon of Agent Authorl?ed to Fiie Annual Reports for CAF or U Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier 

I,•• •cent for the repolllng torrl•r. ce11lfy thll I am authorlted to submit the annual reports for unlverstl service suppon rodplenu on behalf of the repolllnc carrier; I have provided 
lh• d11a repo111d herein bued on data provfdod by the reporilnr carrier; and, to the be5t of my knowl1d1•, the Information rcponod herein Is 1ccume. 

Name of Re.,..,llln• Carrier: 

Nome o( Authorbed A .. nt or E:molovee of Aunt: 

Signature of AIJthorlud A•ont or Emoloveo of Aunl: Date: 

Printed no me of Authurltucl lu!ent or EmolovO<I ol Aunt: 

Title or oosllion of Au1hwl1od AJ<tnt or Emnlovee of Alltnl 

Tele•hono number of Authorl••d Alen! or fmokwee of Agenl: 

Studv Area Code of ReDOnlng Corrfer: Fiiing Doe D•te lot this form: 

Perr.um wlllfulty mtikfnw (Alu OlttmtRrt On thb form 'M be punJshed by ffne or forlaltwe Undtr the t.ommunlctUoris Act Of 1934, 417 U,S.C. H .501, 503(bL or ffne or fmprlionment <lncfer 11tJ1 . 
18ofth• Unll•d Stoles Co<fo, 18V.S.C. t 1001. 

Pare l3 
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(800) Ope!'ating 'COl'l}panies 

Data Col)~;;~-Fc;~- , 
.,. ... ::·.; 

· .. 
. : , . 

: . ~ .. 

<010> Stud Area Code • 01721 

<015> Study Area Name RIC& BELT TEL co 

<020> Program Year 201s 

<030> Contact N<ime - Person USAC should contact reg<irding this dat<I Stepbanie II all 

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified In data line <030> n293s22is ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address- Email Addresl of person identified in data line <030> atepbanie.""1.lesmthvillo . net. 

<810> Reporting Carrier Ilic• llelt. Te1epbo:>e °""'P=Y Inc . 

<811> Holding Company IUce llelt Hold.lllg X..c. 

<812> Operating Company lice Bel'C Te1-eph<me Cc:npany Inc. 

Affiliates SAC 

Rice Belt Communications Inc. 

.- ~CCFonn~l • •· • . -': 
3 

~>···· .. , . .. . >. 
' OMS Control No. '3060:0086/0MB.COntrolJllo: 3060-081.9 

·" .... ;.~:~-- July 2013 . - . ,.;/ ·;~~':'>·~; :;: :~·: . .;,• .' 

Doing Business AS Company or Brand Designation 

-z 
en -= ~ 
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-i 
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REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Company: 
Study Area Code: 

I Rice Belt Telephone Company I 
401121 I 

Description of network and service area: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Gener a I location of service: 

Number of Exchanges: 

Total Access lines: 

Total Area Served (sq miles): 

Services offered: 

Voice 

Data less than 4/1 Mbps 

Data in excess of 4/1 Mbps 

Video 

Long Distance 

Extended Area Service 

Arkansas 

3 
ml 

@ 12/31/2013 

x 
x 

% 
1--~~~~+-~~~~~ 

x 
x 

Switch type, location and interface type {IP/GR303/TR57): 

availability 

availability 

~ I 
Access Equipment for broadband, TOM and IP transport {IXC & uplink): 

~~~-~I 

Outside Plant description (type and approximate age): 

= 
Access Lines Exchanges: 

....;;...~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weiner 

Waldenburg 

Fishers 

Service Area Map: (see Instructions) 
ESRI Shapeflle for FCC? 

4/1 Mbps broadband boundaries (existing)? 

4/1 Mbps broadband boundaries (proposed)? 

Notes: 

I I I 
Improvements in service quality, coverage, or capacity that were funded by support. 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Plant Categories to be updated in five-year plan (Include additions & retirements): 
1. Switching Equipment 

··---~--- -----·. -----. --·---------- -------·- .. ------· ------- - --.---

·--- ----- --

~-

2. Cable-Wire Facility & Transmission Equipme'!t 

Exchanges 
Weiner $ 
Waldenburg $ 
Fishers $ 
System-wide $ 

3. General Support Facility 

Exchanges 
System-wide $ 

2015 

2015 - $ 
4. Operating Expense Projections 

2015 
Plant Specific $ 
Pant Nonspecific $ 
Depreciation $ 
customer Operations $ 
Corporate Operations $ 
System-wide $ 

2016 

2016 -
2016 

• 

2017 2018 2019 
$ - $ 
$ - $ 
$ - $ 
$ - $ 

2017 2018 2019 - $ - $ -
2017 2018 2019 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

lBRIC:E BELT 
~ TELEPHDnE CD. 

FCC Form 481 

Line 510- Description of Compliance with Service Qua lity Standards and Consumer Protection 

Rice Belt Telephone Company Inc. maintains compliance With service quality standards through the use 

of a variety of tools, including: 

1. daily, weekly, and monthly detailed service quality reports; 
2. ongoing employee service quality training; 
3. regular follow-up inspections of service installation and repairs; 
4. proactive maintenance programs; 
5. installation of the latest technologies, such as fiber and IP-based equipment; 
6. extensive network monitoring equipment; and, 
7. 24/7 /365 service repair availability 

Rice Belt Telephone Company Inc. maintains compliance with consumer protection rules through the 

use of a variety of tools, including: 

1. ongoing employee training on consumer protection rules; 
2. working with industry experts to identify and incorporate consumer protection 

best practices into our processes; 
3. automated systems using the latest security measures to protect sensitive data; 
4. monitoring of customer service calls with customers; and, 
5. regular updates to senior management on consumer protection activities 

Headquarters • 1600 West Temperance Street • PO Box 728 • Ellettsville, IN 47429-0728 • (812) 876-2211 

Office • 228 Kings Highway• PO Box 388 • Weiner, AR 72479-0388 • (870) 684-2288 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Annual Reporting for High-Cost Recipients 
46 C.F.R. §54.313 (a){2) through (a){6) and (h) 

Rice Belt Telephone Company Inc. 

§S4.131(a)(S)·COMPLIANCE WITH SERVICE QUALITY STANDARDS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION RULES 

Service Quality Standards and Consumer Protection Rules Annual Certification 

Darby A. McCarty President Rice Belt Telephone Company. Inc. 

Printed Name of Officer Title of Officer company Name 

I am authorized to provide this certification on behalf of the Company. I hereby certify that the 

Company Is In compliance with applicable service quallty standards and consumer protection rules. 

Executed on 

Signature 

Printed/Typed Name 

(p~26..-J'-/ 
Date 

(;\ . ~--s-~I ---. ~-11~1r --~ --
0 (/ 

Darbv A. McCarty 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

•
RICE BELT 

TELEPHDnE CD. 

Rice Belt Telephone Company's Ability .t~ Function in Emergency Situations 

Rice Belt Telephone Company ("Company») hereby certifies that it is able to function in 

emergency situations as set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 47, Part 54, Subpart 

C, §54.202(a)(2). The Company's network is designed to remain functional in emergency 

situations without an external power source, is able to reroute traffic around damaged facilities, 

and is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situations as required by 

Section 54.202(a)(2). The Company can change call routing translations as needed to reroute 

traffic around damaged facilities. Changing call routing translations will also allow the Company 

to manage traffic spikes throughout its network, as emergency situations require. 

Each central office building is supplied with standby generators and battery reserve that 

enable it to keep running until power is restored so long as fuel is available, or until system 

changes are made to reroute traffic. The Company has battery backup at all office locations and 

in its electronic equipment sites and has a maintenance program in place. 

Critical core production data (billing, customer, and plant) is stored within a hosted 

application so it is available from any location. All other network data is backed up to tape on a 

nightly, weekly and monthly basis. Backup tapes are rotated offsite to a fireproof file cabinet. In 

addition·, there is a one-way replication from the production network to the Company's disaster 

recovery network daily. 

Headquarters • 1600 West Temperance Street • PO Box 728 • Ellettsville, IN 4 7 429-0728 • (812) 876-2211 

Office • 228 Kings Highway• PO Box 388 • Weiner, AR 72479-0388 • (870) 684-2288 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Annual Reporting for Hlgh·Cost Recipients 
47 C.F.R. §54.313(a)(2) through (a}(6) and (h) 

Rice Belt Telephone Company Inc. 

§54.313(a)(6)-ABILITYTO FUNCTION IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

Ability to Function In Emergency Situations Annual Certification 

Darby A. McCarty President Rice Belt Telephone Company Inc. 

Printed Name of Officer Title of Officer Company Name 

I am authorized to provide this certification on behalf of the Company. I hereby certify that the 

Company ls capable of functioning In emergency situations. The Company has a reasonable amount of 
back-up power to ensure functionality without an external power source, Is able to reroute traffic 

around damaged faclllties, and Is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situations. 

Executed on t:./ ~£"'/ Ck>t t/ 
Date 

Signature ~/f].~v~_C;;. 
7J -- ll 

Printed/Typed Name DarbvA.McCartv 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 

Independent Accountants' Review Report and 
Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31 , 2013 and 2012 

BKD"' CPAs & Advisors 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Contents 
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Statements of Stockholder's Equity .... .............. ....................... .... ..................................... ....... ... ....... 4 

Statements of Cash Flows 

Notes to Financial Statements 

Supplementary Information 

Consolidating Schedule - Balance Sheet Information 

Consolidating Schedule - Statement of Income and Equity lnfonnation 
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12 

13 
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BKDUP 
CPAs & Advisors 

Board of Directors 
Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Ellettsville, Indiana 

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

1600 W. Bk>omf1eld Road. S11i10 8 
Bloomin91on. IN 47403-2043 

812.336.8550 Fu 812.331.3037 www.bkd.""11 

Independent Accountants' Review Report 

We have reviewed the accompanying consolidated balance sheets of Rice Belt Holdings, Inc., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Smithville Holding Company, Inc., as of December 31, 2013 and 2012, 
and the related consolidated statements of income, stockholder's equity and cash flows for the years 
then ended. A review includes primarily applying analytical procedures to managemenr's financial 
data and making inquiries of company management. A review is substantially less in scope than an 
audit, the objective of which is the expression of an opinion regarding the financial statements as a 
whole. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America and for 
designing, implementing, and maintaining internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial statements. 

Our responsibility is to conduct the review in accordance with Statements on Standards for 
Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 
Those standards require us to perform procedures to obtain limited assurance that tberc arc no 
material modifications that shou ld be made m the financial statcmcnrs. We believe thut the results of 
our procedures provide a reasonable basis for our report. 

Based on our reviews, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the 
accompanying consolidated financial statements in order for them to be in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Our review wus made for the purpose of expressing limited assurance that there arc no material 
modifications that should be made to the financial statements in order for them to be in conformity 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. The accompanying 
supplementary information is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part 
of the basic financial statements, and we did not become aware of any material modifications that 
should be made to such information. 

Bloomington, Indiana 
April 23, 2014 
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REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Assets 

Current Assets 
Cash 
Accounts receivable 
Inventory 

Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidated Balance Sheets 
December 31, 201 3 and 2012 

Prepaid and other assets 
Total current asi;ers 

Property and Equipment 

Liabilities and Stockholder's Equity 

C urrent Linbilities 
Accounts payable 
Accrued expenses and otber liabilities 

Total current liabilities 

Accounts Payable - Related Party 

Stockholder 's Equity 
Common stock, $I 0 par value, authorized, issued 

and outstanding 1,000 shares 
Additional paid-in capital 
Retained earnings 

Total stockholder's equity 

2013 2012 

$ $ 

----­~~ 

$ 

------ ---
~~ 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report and Notes to Consolidated Flnanc/el Statements 2 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidated Statements of Income 

Years Ended December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Oper ating Revenues 
Network access service 
Local network service 
Internet service 

$ 

2013 2012 

$ 

Operating Expenses ----Operating· Income - -Other Non-Regulated Income --Net Income ~~ 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report and Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 3 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidated Statements of Stockholder's Equity 

Years Ended December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Additional Retained Total 
Common Paid-In Earnings Stockholder's 

Stock Cap Ital {Deficit) EquJ~ 

Balnnce, J11nu11ry I, 2012 $ - $ $ $ 

Net income 

Balance, December 31 , 2012 $ - $ 
$ - $ 

Net income 

Bahmcc, December 31, 2013 $ - $ ~ 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report and Notes to Consol/dated Financial Statements 4 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows 

Years Ended December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Oper nting Activities 
Net income 
!terns not requiring cash 

Depreciation 
Provision for doubtful accounts 
Limited partnership interest 

Changes in 
Accounts receivable 
Inventory 
Prepaid and other assets 
Accounts payable 
Accrued expenses and other liabilities 

Net cash provided by operating activities 

Investing Activities 
Additions to pl'operty and equipment 
Proceeds from sale of property and equipment 
Repayment ofrelated party balances 

Net cash used in investing activities 

Increase (Decrease) In Cash 

$ 

2013 2012 

- $ -

-
- -

Cash, Beginning of Year ------
Cash, End of Year ~ ~ 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report and Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 5 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31 , 2013 and 2012 

Note 1: Nature of Operations and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

Nature of Operations 

Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. (the Company), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Smithville Holding 
Company, Tnc., is a privately owned holding company that is headquartered in Ellettsville, lndiaua. 
The Company's service area is primarily in southeastern Arkansas. The Company also manages its 
investments in the fo llowing whol ly-owned subsidiaries: 

Rice Belt Telephone, lnc. (Telephone) is a regulated telephone exchange carrier which earns 
revenues predominately from local phone, access, int.raLATA toll, directory, DSL and other 
telephone related services. 

Rice Belt Communications, Inc. (Communications) is a non-regulated company that provides 
broadband services utilizing Ethernet technology. 

Rice Belt Properties, fnc. (Properties) is a non-regulated company that holds and manages real 
estate. 

Rice Belt Cellular, 1nc. (Cellular) is an inactive non-regulated company. 

Significant Accounting Policies 

Telephone follows the Uniform System of Accounts prescribed by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and the Arkansas Public Service Commission (APSC), which confonn in all 
material respects to accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. The 
non-regulated companies' significant accounting policies confonn, in all material respects, to 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Prine/pies of Consolidation 

The consolidated financial statements include 1he accounts of the Company and its wholly-owned 
subsidiaries, Telepbooe, Conununications, Properties and Cellular. All signific11111 intercompany 
accounts and transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. 

Use of Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in confonnity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions 
that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and 
liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses 
during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report and Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 6 



Cash 

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31, 2013 and 2012 

At December ~e Company's cash accounts exceeded federally insured limits by 
approximate)~ 

Accounts Receivable 

Accounts receivable are stated at the amount billed to customers. The Company provides an 
allowance for doubtful accounts, which is based upon a review of outstanding receivables, 
historical collection info1mation and existing economic conditions. If a customer account exceeds 
30 days outstanding, a notice of past due status is delivered to the customer. If amount is not paid 
within eight days of the notice, service is tenninated and the customer can only be reactivated if 
they pay the outstanding balance plus a service fee. Accounts receivable are ordinarily due upon 
receipt of an invoice. Accounts that are unpaid after the due date incur a late fee. Delinquent 
receivables arc written off based on individual credit evaluation and specific circumstances ofthc 
customer. 

Inventory Pricing 

Inventories consist of telecommunications related equipment. Inventories are stated at the lower of 
cost or market using the weighted-average cost method. 

Property and Equipment 

Telecommunication plant in service is stated at original cost and includes materials, labor, 
transportation and certain indirect items such as engineering, supervision and employee benefits. 
Additions, replacements and renewals detennined to be units of property are generally charged to 
telecommunication plant accounts. 

For the Company's regulated and non-regulated operations, composite group depreciation 
methodology is followed; accordingly, depreciation is provided using a composite straight-line 
method based on the estimated lives of the various classes of depreciable prope1ty. Composite 
depreciation rates, as applied to the average cost of depreciable property. were approximately .. 
an~in 2013 and 2012, respectively. Retirements ofregulated telecommunication plant are 
generally charged in total to the accumulated depreciation account, together with the cost of 
removal less salvage. A gain or Joss is recognized at the time of retirement or disposal ()f non­
regulatcd property and equipment. 

The Company charges maintenance and repairs, including the cost of renewals of minor items of 
property, to the plant-specific operations expense accounts. 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report 7 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Long-lived Asset Impairment 

The Company evaluates the recoverability of the carrying value of long-lived assets whenever 
events or circumstances indicate the carrying amount may not be recoverable. If a long-lived asset 
is tested for recoverability and the undiscounted estimated future cash flows expected to result 
from the use and eventual disposition of the asset is less than the carrying amount of the asset, tbe 
asset cost is adjusted to fair value and an impairment loss is recognized as the amount by which the 
carrying amount of a long-lived asset exceeds its fair value. 

No asset impairment was recognized during the years ended December 31, 20 J 3 and 2012. 

Income Taxes 

The stockholder of the various corporations have elected to have the Companies income taxed as 
an "S" Corporation under provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and a similar section of the state 
income tax laws. Therefore, taxable income or loss is reported to the individual stockholder for 
inclusion in its respective tax returns and no provision for federal and state income taxes is 
included in these statements. 

With a few exceptions, the Companies ore no longer subject to U.S. Federal, state und local or non­
U.S. income tax examinations by tax authorities for years before 20 I 0. 

Revenue Recognition 

Revenues are recognized in the period in which they are earned. Revenue sources for the 
Companies are comprised of network access service, local and long-distance phone services and 
internet service. 

Telephone's network access and long distance service revenues are derived from charges for access 
to the Company's local exchange network. The interstate portion of access revenues is based on a 
cost separation procedure settlement fonnula administered by tho National Exchange Carrier 
Association (NECA) which is regulated by the FCC. The intrastate portion of access revenues is 
billed on an individual company tariff access charge structure based on expense and plant 
investment of the Company as approved by the state regulatory authority. The tariffs developed 
from these fomiulas are used to charge the connecting carrier and recognize revenues in the period 
the traffic is transported based on the minutes of traffic carried. Long distance revenues are 
recognized at the time a call is placed based on the minutes of traffic processed at contracted rates. 

Reported network access revenues arc estimates subject to settlement adjustments jo the near tenn 
resulting from changes in expense and plant investment levels and rate of rerum experience. 

Taxes Collected From Customers and Remitted to Governmental Authorities 

Taxes collected from customers and remitted to governmental authorities are presented in the 
accompanying consolidated statement of income on a net basis. 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report 8 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Note 2: Accounts Receivable 

Accounts receivable consist of the following: 

Telecommunication receivables 
NECA, USF and other receivables 
Provision for doubtful accounts 

2013 

$ 

2012 

~~ 

Note 3: Property and Equipment 

Teleconununication plant in service 
Telecomrmmication plant under constmction 
Non-regulated property and equipment 

Less accumulated depreciation 

2013 2012 

~~ 

Note 4: Multiemployer Pension Plan 

The Company contributes to a multiemployer defined benefit pension plan under the terms of an 
agreement that covers its employees, all of which are non-union. The risks of participating in a 
multiemployer plan are different from single-employer plans in the following aspects: 

1. Assets contributed to the multiemployer plan by one employer may be used to provide 
benefits to employees of other participating employers. 

2. If a participating employer stops contributing to the plan, the unfunded obligations of the 
plan may be borne by the remaining participating employers. 

3. If the Company chooses to stop participating in u multiemployer plan, the Company may 
be required to pay the plan an amount based on the underfunded status of the plan, referred 
to as a withdrawal liability. 

The Company's participation in this plan for the years ended December 31, 2013 and 2012, is 
outlined in the table below. The "ETN/Pension Pl11n Number" column provides the Employee 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report 9 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31, 2013 and 2012 

Identification Number (ElN) and the three-digit plan number. The plan does not have a certified 
zone status as currently defined by the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (PPA) because the Program 
is considered a multiple employer plan pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code and BRISA. 
However, the plan is considered a multiemployer plan for financial reporting purposes. The 
''FIP/RP Status Pending/Implemented" column indicates if a financial improvement plan (FIP) or a 
rehabilitation plan (RP) is either pending or has been implemented. 

FIP/RP 
Status 

Contlrubutlons 
of the 

EIN/ 
Pension 

Plan 
Number 

Pension 
Protection 
Act Zone 

Status 
Pending/ Company Surcharge 

Pension Fund Implemented 2013 2012 lmposod 

National Tc\ccommunica1ions 52-0741336-333 NIA NIA s- s-Coopcra1ive Associa1ion 

The Company was not listed in its plan's Form 5500 as providing more than 5 percent of the total 
contributions for the 2012 plan year. At the date the financial statements were issued, Form 5500 
was not available for the plan year ending in 2013. 

Note 5: Related Party Transactions 

No 

The Company has accounts payable due to a company or companies related through common 
ownership. The outstanding balance is unsecured and has been classified as a long-term liability. 
However, the outstanding balance may be repaid at management's discretion based upon available 
cash, capital needs and other operating considerations. 

Note 6: Significant Estimates and Concentrations 

Accounting piinciples generally accepted in the United States of America require disclosure of 
certain significant estimates and current vulnerabilities due to certain concentrations. Those 
matters include the following: 

General Litigation 

The Company is subject to claims and lawsuits that arise primarily in the ordinary course of 
business. lt is the opinion of management that the disposition or ultimate resolution of such claims 
and lawsuits will not have a material adverse effect on the consolidated financial position, results 
of operations and cash flows of the Company. 

Asset Retirement Obligations 

Asset retirement obligations are recorded when the Company has n legal obligation to remediate 
the property and the amount can be reasonably estimated. No such liabililics were accrued at 
December 31, 2013 and 2012. Based on existing conditions, the Company believes that such costs, 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report 10 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

December 31 , 2013 and 2012 

if any, would not have a material adverse effect on its financial position or the annual results of its 
operations. 

Note 7: Subsequent Events 

During Febiuary 2014, a new entity was formed, Rice Belt Secu1ity, LLC (Security). This entity is 
wholly-owned by Rice Belt Holdings, Jnc. and will be operated by its management team. Security 
will provide alarm monitoring and other security services 10 residential and commercial customers 
in the Arkansas operating area. 

Subsequent events have been evaluated through the date of the Independent Accountants' Review 
Report, which is the date the financial statements were available to be issued. 

See Independent Accountants' Review Report 11 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidating Schedule - Balance Sheet Information 

December 31, 201 3 

As sots 
Currfnl Asseu 

C•sh 

Accounu;rttoi1111blo 

Acoounts m:civtble - related piny 

lnvcntory 
~ropaid ond other •ts<IS 

To1al cornn1 us$bl~ 

Proper ()' •nd £c1ulpm~nl, 11cl 

lu,.e>1me111 In Suhsldl•rles 

Llabllltlos and Stockholder·a Equity 

Currcol l..IQblllHu 

Acco1w1s p•Y•blo 
Accn1ed oxpe1lSO' and other ll•bllltiu 

Toi.I currcnt li•bllitin 

Accounts hy•blt - Rthltd Porty 

Sroc~holdtr's llq11lry (Dench) 
CummunMO(k 
Additionol paid·in c•ph•I 
Rotuin<d curnin11-< (ur.cumulotcd dcticlt) 

To1•l 11ockhold10r'• cqu11y (dclicit) 

Rico Belt Rice Belt 
Rice Belt 

Holdl n~ 

Telophone, Communication&, 
Inc. Inc. 

Rice Belt 
Properties, 

Inc. 
Ellmlnatlng 

Entrlos 

Rice Belt 
Hold ings, Inc. 
Consolidated 

• I I I -· --
• • I I - ---

==-= : : :==-m--
I I ~• ........---. 

I I I - I I I I I I I ---: ==Ill : ==Ill 

- - - - - -- - . . - -==-= ==-= ==-==-==-==-= 
• I • 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidating Schedule - Statement of Income and Equity Information 

Year Ended December 31, 2013 

O~r•t111e Revtnu .. 
Nerwo1k oc'o~& li:ervict 
Local network 1orvice 
lntcme1 s~1cc 

Opcr.iin~ F.xponjca 

Optrallne lntomc (Lou) 

Orhcr Income (l!xponst) 
lncon'lll f'tom A1bcid11rics 
Othor 

Ncl lncomt (Lon) 

Equity (UtOcll), Dtgfnnlng or Yur 

1!11ufty (OcOclt), Rnd of Yoar 

I 

Rice Belt 
Holdings, Inc. 

I I 

Rico Belt 
Telephone, 

Inc. 

Rice Bull 

Communications, 

Inc. 

-· -
Rice Belt 

Proportlos, 

Inc. 
Eliminating 

Entrlea 

Rice Belt 
Holdings, Inc. 

Consolidated 

I I I I -. . -
~---:-. 1---11 • 

- I • • - --- __ __.-. ---~' I 
- - -- __ __. __ ___ ..a.I I _ __._ .. __ __.-. - - - - - -
• I I 
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Rice Belt Holdings, Inc. 
Consolidating Schedule - Statement of Cash Flows Information 

Year Ended December 31, 201 3 

Rico Bell Riot Bolt Rico Btlt 
Rico Bait Telephone, Communications, Properties, Ellmln1tlng 

t!2Jdl!?;Ss 1 lno. Inc, Inc. l!JC1 En5rlo1 
Optnlln& llcllvlll<"> 

Ncl inconic \hr"J • - • -• -• -· -· ''"""not r<qulrlna \providing) c.,h 
t>1:prwlMlion - • • I Provlalon for doubtM '""°""" - • • Income fnnn ••bsidlcros - • • • -a.. ..... ,. 
Aca>unts re«i't'lbk - • • • lnvenloty - • • • Prcpe1d tmd other :taKl.s -At.'COUfllt p~y.ab1e - - - -llC<'roc'<l oxpcnscs and <>tl><r ll•hlJhi.., 

N<1 cn'h provided by 
(used In) operating Jl<Civillu • 

lnvatlnc Ac1lvl11e1 
Additl1)()i tn l''O(K•ny and cqtupmcnt - • • • Pro<cod• !\'om ,.le of prop<llY n1\d cquip1ncn1 - • • • Advanc" (r<c>ayrnent) of rclotcd port)l l>•l•n<..., - - • Nt1 cal11 provided by 

\t.akd in) mwnina •ctiv111ci~ - - • 
lncrtHt (D«>rnllf) fn Ca~h - • - • 
C\ah, Ut~lonh1K or Yur - - • 
Cnh. End of V nr • I I I -L ____ _I _ _ I I 
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